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Western Cape Launch of the IANSA Arms Trade Treaty Signature Campaign 
The press and the public are invited to attend the launch of the IANSA Arms Trade Treaty Signature Campaign on Friday 13 June from 13h00 to 14h30 pm at Look Out Hill, on the corner of Spine Road and Mew Way in Khayelitsha

As a founding member of IANSA, or the International Action Network on Small Arms, Gun Free South Africa is launching the campaign in the Western Cape to support the adoption of a UN treaty that will control the global trade in small arms.

At the launch, leaders from various political parties - including the ANC, the UDM and AZAPO - and about 100 community activists from across the Cape Peninsula will express their support for the proposed arms trade treaty (ATT). 

Background: 

The IANSA Arms Trade Treaty Signature Campaign is seeking to get government decision makers and civil society to support a proposed UN treaty to control the global trade in small arms. This would at last place controls on the trade of highly destructive weapons like rocket launchers and automatic rifles like the AK-47 that have proved so destructive in areas where there is severe political repression, human rights abuses and/or civil conflict.

Through the decades of our own democratic struggle and - since 1994 - as a young democracy in transition, we have witnessed first hand the destructive impact that these weapons can have, particularly on societies in conflict or in transition.  For this reason, South Africa has enacted laws like the National Conventional Arms Control Committee Act – to create an arms control regime that stems the flow of South African arms to conflict zones. 

However, on 17 April 2008 – when a shipment of Chinese arms approached the Durban harbour for shipment to Zimbabwe – we were reminded that we cannot act in isolation; that the arms trade is a global problem that needs a global solution. This is just what the proposed UN global treaty on the small arms trade seeks to do. 

As Father John Oliver put it, “For the sake of vulnerable peoples across the globe, government and civil society must join as one in support of a legally binding Arms Trade Treaty.” 

Copies of the Declaration will be available at the event. 

Anyone wishing further information on the event, on the Signature Campaign or indeed who wants to sign up can contact Joseph Dube on 0793243065 or Thembani Dyule on (021)6861302 or 0832374346
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